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COMPLETE SPECIFICATION, 
Improvements in Sectional Bookcases. 


J, Ayprew Louis Weis, of the ‘Town of Monroe, County of Monroe, State of 
Michigan, United States of America, Manufacturer, do hereby declare the nature 
of this invention, and in what manner the same is to be performed, to be 
particularly described and ascertained in and by the following statement :— 


My invention relates to a sectional bookcase of that class which include for 
each section a bottom piece, two end pieces and a back piece detachably secured 
in co-operative relation so as to be readily and conveniently folded into flat or 
knock-down form for shipment or storage, and the object of the invention is 
to provide each section at its front inner margin with a channel for reception of 
sliding doors and means in the channel for holding said doors pressed together, 
and a channel in each end piece to receive the ends of the doors. 

An embodiment of a bookcase having my improvements applied thereto is 
illustrated in the accompanying drawings in which, Figure 1 is a perspective 
view thereof: Figure 2 a perspective view of one of the sections, hereinafter 
referred to; Iigure 3 a like view of the bottom and ends of one of my bookcase 
sections in folded relation, and igure 4 a like view of one of the hinge-pieces 
which may be used. 

Corresponding numerals of reference indicate like parts throughout the 
drawings. 

In the drawings, 1 indicates the bottom, 2—2 the ends and 3 the back of 
one of my bookcase sections. It should be understood that the bookcase is built 
up of these sections, one aboye another, the bottom of one section forming the 
top of the next lower section, thus dispensing with the top usually included in 
and forming part of bookcase seciions of ordinary construction as well as 
furnishing additional space within the case. It should also be understood that 
a base and a top is to be provided for each stack of my bookcase sections and 
that such base and top may be of the usual or any preferred design and con- 
struction, the present invention relating only to the sections between the base 
and top. - 

The end-pieces 2 may be hinged to the ends of the bottom-piece 1, as illus- 
trated in Fig. 3, by means of the hinge illustrated in Fig. 4. The hinge, 
which is practically invisible when the parts are erected, consists of a plate 4 
of sheet-metal, approximately triangular in outline, the acute angle being 
elongated and curved, as at 5, the base being bent at a right angle to the plane of 
the plate to form the part 6. ‘These hinges,—in pairs,—are secured to opposite 
ends of the bottom of piece 1. he part 6 of the hinge is screwed to the under 
side of the bottom-piece with the finger-like portion 5 passing through a kerf 7 
sawn in the end of the piece | and extending into a kerf or recess 8 formed in 
the bottom edge of the adjoining piece 2. The finger-like portion 5 has near its 
extremity a hole 9. The vertical edges of the parts 2 are bored to coincide 
with the holes 9 and into the holes thus bored are inserted pins or pintles 10 
passing through the holes 9 and forming pivots upon which the parts 2 may be 
swung inwardly and downwardly on the top of the part 1, or upwardly and out- 
wardly into vertical position and at a right angle to the bottom-piece 1 with the 


lower inner edge of the piece 2’ resting against the end of the piece 1. When 
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the pieces 2 are erected, as shown in Fig. 2, their bottom edges are flush wit) 
the bottom surface of the piece 1. , : J 

The pieces 1 and 2 haye, near their rear inner margins, a channel or groove 1] 
for the reception of the ends and lower margin of the back-piece 3. Acros; 
these grooves, near the top of each of the pieces 2, are inserted pins 12 whic) 
are engaged by thin flat hooks 13, secured to the back of the piece 3 near its top, 
when the piece 3 is forced home in the groove 11. From the top of each, oj 
the end-pieces projects a dowel-pin 14 which enters and engages a corresponding 
hole 15 in the bottom of the end-piece of the next Ingher section. 

Near the front inner margin of the end and bottom pieces 1—2, is a channel 0) 
groove 16 in which are disposed a pair of sliding doors 17 slightly overlapping 
each other when in closed relation and arranged to be moved to permit acces: 
to a book or other article on any part of the shelf. These doors may be o! 
wood, glass or any other desired material, but are preferably formed of sheet: 
of glass framed by thin sheet metal, as illustrated. The under side of the 
bottom, near its front margin, is erooved or channelled, as at IS, to receive the 
tops of the sliding doors of the section next below. The grooves 16—18, at 
their inner sides are provided with springs or strips 19 which hold the sliding 
doors pressed outwardly and against each other forming a tight joint to keep 
out dust. 

It will be seen that the parts of the lower section being unfolded and erected 
and secured, as above described, the section is ready for the reception of the 
sliding doors. These being in place, the next section is in like manner unfolded 
and erected and placed upon the top of the bottom section, with the dowel-ping 
engaging the corresponding holes, and so on until the stack of sections is com- 
pleted. The ends and back of the stack of sections now present a smooth 
practically unbroken surface. The proper base and top being supplied, the 
bookcase is now ready for use. 

T am aware that it has been proposed to provide knock down show cases with 
grooves in the upper and lower bars of the back member, with doors slidably 
mounted in said grooves but, 
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Having now particularly described and ascertained the nature of my said / / 
Mnvention and in what manner the same is to be performed, I declare that what ( {/ LA 
J claim is: — ys / 


A. bookcase section comprising a bottom-piece, two end-pieces and a back 
piece all detachably secured together in co-operative relation, characterized 
hy said section having at its front immer margin a channel for the reception of 
sliding doors, doors in said channel. springs or strips in the channel for holdin 
such doors pressed together, and a channel in each of said end-pieces to receit 
the ends of the doors substantially as described and illustrated in the accon 
panying drawings. 


Dated this 31st day of December, 1910. 
HERBERT WADDAN & Coy, 


; Agents for Applicant, 
1 & 32, Bedford Street, Strand, London, W.C. 
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